opposition to the Christian countries of Europe. This
solidarity cannot be said to be conscious (as witness the
incessant tribal warfare among themselves), but it is a
primary force which drives these children of the desert
forward in their aggression against this or that European
country for the time being. But, peculiar as it may seem,
these races are apparently blind to the fact that an inciting
nation stands just as much in opposition, if not more so,
to their interests as the nation to whom, at the time of
incitement, they have sworn friendship by treaty. In all
questions of interference by individual European nations
with these Eastern races, there is always present the
condition that the East remains subject to Europe. It
has been attempted so often that the Arab and related
races have become, in the eyes of the contestant European
overlords, as farm labourers who change their employment
on Lady Day or Michaelmas.
That the Arabs and other Moslem races had begun,
in 1916, to discern the tinsel on the European knights
in shining armour, von Papen had overlooked, when
preparing his plan. Only the offer of complete freedom
would hold the loyalty of the Moslem. England offered
it. Whether complete freedom has been achieved is not
within the scope of this book, but I have said that they
were children of the desert and parents often make light
promises for the sake of peace and quietness.
Secondly, just as such countries as Palestine, Egypt,
Afghanistan, Iran, India and various other Moslem
countries are loosely tied together by the common faith,
so politically they suffer the same disadvantage; not one
of them really enjoys complete autonomy. Each country
is dependent upon some European State, either by treaty
of friendship, mandate or protectorate rights. Not one
of them is powerful enough to force the country upon
which it is dependent to give up its influence, its social,
political, military and economic weaknesses preventing
the vigorous adoption of such a national attitude.
Therefore, these countries continue to lean towards
what they consider to be the strongest State or combination
of States in Europe, As it is now in 1939, so it was at the
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